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07h30-09h00 Badge collection

09h00-09h30
Opening remarks: Prof Jean Joël Loumeto (Marien Ngouabi University); Prof Raphael
Tshimanga (University of Kinshasa and Co-chair of CBSI)

09h30-10h20
Keynote presentation: The importance of Central Africa’s Tropical Forests: Prof Simon Lewis
(University of Leeds and UCL, and Co-chair of CBSI); Prof Raphael Tshimanga (University of
Kinshasa, Co-chair CBSI)

10h20 – 10h30 Family Photo

10h30 – 11h00 Coffee Break

11h00-12h30

Thematic sessions: CBSI observatories
Climate and Meteorology : Prof Wilfried Pokam (University of Yaoundé I)
Hydrology and Freshwater : Prof Mark Trigg (University of Leeds)
Vegetation, Soil and Biogeochemistry : Prof Lucie Temgoua (Dschang University)
Biodiversity : Prof Bila-Isia Inogwabini (Congo Catholic University)
Land Cover and Land Use Change : Prof Médard Obiang (University Omar Bongo) 
Socio-ecology : Prof Jerome Lewis (UCL)

12h30-13h30 Lunch break

13h30-14h00
Keynote Presentation: The 2025 Congo Basin Assessment Report, Science Panel for the
Congo Basin. Prof Bonaventure Sonké (University of Yaoundé I), Dr Lydie-Stella Koutika
(Research Centre on Productivity and Sustainability of Industrial Plantations)

14h00-14h30

Presentation and discussion: The $2.5 billion Belem Call to Action on Congo Basin Forests,
including funding for science 2025-2030. Dr Florence Palla, (OFAC/COMIFAC), Prof Damase
Khasa (University of Laval), Prof Virginia Zaunbrecher (UCLA), Prof Simon Lewis (University of
Leeds). 

14h30 - 15h30

Panel discussion: The future of science in the Congo Basin region: How to expand and
improve funding, data collection, analysis and impact?
Panel 1: Dr Lydie-Stella Koutika (CRDPI), Dr Jean-Jacques Braun (CBSI. One Forest Vision
Initiative), Dr Nathalie Philippon (University of Grenoble), Modestine Kompanyi (Ghent
University), Dr Guy Moussavou (Université Marien Ngouabi). 
Panel 2: Prof Lucie Temgoua (University of Dschang), Prof Suspense Averti Ifo (Université
Marien Ngouabi), Dr Kath Jeffery (University of Stirling), Prof Bonaventure Sonké (University
of Yaoundé I), Dr Félicien Meunier (Ghent University) 
Summary of Key Points: Raphael Tshimanga (University of Kinshasa, Co-chair CBSI)
Moderator: Dr Symphorien Ongolo (IRD France)

15h30-16h00 Coffee break 

16h00-17h50 Poster session 1 (detailed information in the digital programme)

18h00 Drinks reception

Day 1: State of Knowledge on the Congo Basin

https://virtual.oxfordabstracts.com/event/76206/program?session=189552&program&date=%222026-1-7%22


07h30 - 08h30 Badge collection

08h30-09h00

Welcome to day 2: Dr Benjamin Kitambo (CBSI Director of Science, University of Kinshasa) 

Why affiliate to CBSI? Simon Lewis (University of Leeds, Co-Chair of CBSI) 

Affiliated projects:
Afro-CARDS, Dr Félicien Meunier (Ghent University)
EO4Peat, Prof. Raphael Tshimanga (University of Kinshasa, Co-Chair of CBSI)
CongoFor1.5, Dr Eliott Maurent (University of Leeds)

Moderator: Dr Benjamin Kitambo (CBSI Director of Science, University of Kinshasa) 

09h00-10h30
Parallel sessions:  
Hydrology Observatory (big room) ; Climate Observatory (medium room) 
(detailed information in the digital programme)

10h30-11h00 Coffee break

11h00-12h30
Parallel sessions:
Vegetation Observatory (big room) ; Socio-Ecology Observatory (medium room)  
(detailed information in the digital programme)

12h30-13h30 Lunch break

13h30-15h00
Parallel sessions: 
Biodiversity Observatory (big room) ; Land Cover Observatory (medium room)
(detailed information in the digital programme)

15h00-15h30 Coffee break

15h30 -17h30
 
Poster Session 2 (detailed information in the digital programme)
 

Day 2: Research Talks and Posters on Congo Basin
Ecosystems, Wildlife and Cultures

https://virtual.oxfordabstracts.com/event/76206/program?session=189552&program&date=%222026-1-7%22
https://virtual.oxfordabstracts.com/event/76206/program?session=189552&program&date=%222026-1-7%22
https://virtual.oxfordabstracts.com/event/76206/program?session=189552&program&date=%222026-1-7%22
https://virtual.oxfordabstracts.com/event/76206/program?session=189552&program&date=%222026-1-7%22


07h30 - 08h30 Badge collection

08h30-08h50
Day 3 welcome and summary of day 1 and 2: Dr Kathryn Jeffery (University of
Stirling); Dr Benjamin Kitambo (CBSI Director of Science, University of
Kinshasa) 

08h50-09h45

Keynote talk: Linking African Scientists to the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC); Mr Gervais Itsoua (IPCC) 
Panel discussion: Science culture in the Congo Basin – how to promote
inclusive science, open and fair data policies. Prof Wannes Hubau (Ghent
University), Prof Alfred Ngomanda (CENAREST), Prof Kate Abernethy
(University of Stirling), Prof Raphael Tshimanga (University of Kinshasa). 

09h45-10h30

Panel discussion: Enabling research synergies with science-related
stakeholders: 
Dr Jean-Jacques Braun (CBSI. One Forest Vision initiative)
Sophie Dirou (Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS))
Mr Georges Mumbere Kiwanza (CIFOR-ICRAF)
Dr Teodyl Nkuintchua (World Resources Institute (WRI))
Dr Kouamé Paul N'Goran (WWF)
Prof Lucie Temgoua (University of Dschang)

10h30-11h00
 
Coffee Break 
 

11h00-11h45

Panel discussion: Early Career Researcher Dialogue: Improving the science
landscape in the Congo Basin 
Mr Henrique Gloire Lungela Tchimpa (Marien Ngouabi University) 
Dr Benjamin Kitambo (CBSI Director of Science, University of Kinshasa)  
Dr Greta Dargie (University of Leeds) 
Ms Modestine Kompanyi (University of Ghent) 
Mr Landry Nkaba (University of Kinshasa) 

11h45-12h30

Panel discussion: How to bring our collective scientific voice to the Belem Call
to Action for science. 
Prof Damase Khasa (Laval University), Prof Simon Lewis (University of Leeds),
Prof Virginia Zaunbrecher (UCLA), Prof Bonaventure Sonké (University of
Yaoundé I). 

12h30-13h30
 
Lunch break
 

Day 3: Responding to Knowledge Gaps and 
Understanding Stakeholder Needs



14h30-15h00
Summary and next steps for CBSI. Dr Benjamin Kitambo (CBSI Director of
Science, University of Kinshasa), Prof Simon Lewis (University of Leeds)

 
15h00-15h30
 

Closing speech. Catriona Clunas, Head of Climate and Nature Policy and
Programmes for Africa, FCDO, UK government; Dr Emmanuel Tsadok Mihaha
(PFBC / CBFP)

15h30-16h00 Coffee break and end of activities.

13h30-14h30

Panel discussion: What next for CBSI? Prof Wilfried Pokam (University of
Yaoundé 1), Prof Lucie Temgoua (University of Dschang), Dr Maximiliano Fero
(National University of Equatorial Guinea), Prof Jerome Lewis (UCL), Prof Dom
Spracklen (University of Leeds), Prof Donald Iponga (IRET - CENAREST), Prof
Jean Joël Loumeto (Marien Ngouabi University).  


